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Anderson House and Lexing-ton Battlefield
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Colonel Oliver Anderson House
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Site

1 i Building Q 

£9 Structure Q

Object n
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Both
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Public Acquisition: 

In Process Q

STATUS

Occupied D 

Unoccupied EJ
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Yes- 1 T ' 

Restricted £$ !
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Agricultu ol [J Government D 
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ol Q Military Q 

ment Q Museum n
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Private Residence Q Other (Specify) Q 
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01

o; Missouri
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[&. REPRESENTATION in EXISTING SURVErs
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CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent £] Good ^ F

(Check One) 

Altered C3 Ura

(Check One) 

 ' r G Deteriorated Q Ruins Q

!t«red D Moved Q

Unex posed Q

oefc OnpJ 

Original Site Q

Two and one-half story brick house facing west with two story brick 
ell projecting from the east (rear) wall. Ell north wall is a 
slightly inset continuation of north,wall o.C main block. Built 
1353 with slave labor.

A late example of the Federal style house in Missouri with sons 
features showing innovative rid-nineteenth century details. Tra 
ditional in basic form having rectangular block under ridge roof, 
symmetrical facade. A width of five bays expresses interior plan 
of large central hallway flanked on both sides by two rooas (one 
in front and one behind}.

Stone foundation. Facade brick work notable as is laid up entirely 
in stretcher courses with r.o headers, a departure from the rrore 
typical English bend of Missouri houses of this period.

Broad wooden Federal style cornice appropriately without dentil 
courses or brackets. Vfirdows and doors vertically proportioned 
with cast iron sills and lintel;;. Cast -iron capitols in a :,x>d- 
ified Corinthian order on fror.t porch coluims. (S^e accompanying 
photographs). Use of cast iron shows knowledge by the builder of 
period building art develop "ants.

Cne story front porch at car.t.er of facade has balcony above which 
is accessible through doorway at west end of second floor central 
nail. Front porch nay be s. later addition as it was not included 
in an early engraving of the Battle of Le-;ington. However, as 
other details of the house are incorrect in this view, its reli 
ability is questionable. ("rank Leslie's Illustrated liewspargr, 
October. 12, 1351,) On rear of house and portion of ell there is 
a two story wooden gallery.
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The Anderson House, which overlooks the I"H.ssouri 3.iver, i-R-s built 
in 1853 by Colonel Oliver Anderson, a native of lexington, Kentucky. 
Anderson, who cams to Ilissouri in 1851, established a 1'ope and 
bag manui'actory which processed the locally groTin hsrn.

At the outbreak of the Civil Vlar, all inhabitants of ilissouri T-rere 
required to take an oath of allegiance to the United States. 
Because of his Southern heritage. Col. Anderson rafuacd to take 
the oath and Has irrjprisoned by the J'ederal troops. His house 
and property -.-rere confiscated,.

Lexington, a strategically located river tcr.-m, i-ras under the 
Union command of Col. Janes ;-5alXt^an. Confederate General Sterling 
Price planned to capture Ierf.ngton, cut off the Federal water 
route to Kansas and secure nore recruits fron northern i'dsoO'jri. 
This area had been cut off by the Federal control of the Missouri 
Hiver.

During the Jiattle of Lexinfton, September 13, 19, 20, 1S61, the 
Anderson House was used as a field hospital by both the Union -r.r.d 
Confederate forces. The hospital changed hands throe tirr.e.; during 
the. three-day battle. Interior and exterior of house show battle 
scars incured during the fighting.

General Price 5u--cor=fu'ly laid aeige to the entrenched "Jniou 
troops and rjthin three dp.ys forced their siu-ronder. Battle is 
often referred to r,s the "Battle of the Kspp Bales. Price made 
use of the hcr.ro bales rnnufactured by Col. Anderaon us breast 
works for his r.en ?s the;/ ascended the hill to'.fard the Federal 
trooas.
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1. State Historical Society of Missouri's Historic Sites File, 
ref . Lafayette. County. 

2. Heyer, Duans. Ths Heritage of Missouri: A History, (St. Louis: 
State Publishing Co., Inc. 19o5;,"pp. 3T3-37h.
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LATITUDE AND UPNCITUDE COORDINATES ^

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 39 " 11 • [.I, • 93 ° 52 • 57 ' 
NE 39° 11' till' 93 ° 52 ' 3li"
SE 39° 11' 25" 93° 52 • 3h " 
sw ?9 9 u . 2? • 93 » S2 . 55 .

p ,OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGI TUOE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

O i • o ' »

STATE: CODE
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'
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mpr-t.'Tq T,. Tns-'a'-, RejG-^"c> Historian
ORGANIZATION statp XT sto"ic -il S arvs r and Plannir.r Office DATe 

'-i-^o^rr-i S-V!T«. "s-r-k ->0 a"d Aoril h, 1?69
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Ttor 176^ l?OJr Je.fCe-non Bui_din£;
CITY OR TOWN:

'•.STATE LIAISON OFFICER CeRT(FlCA-i"iON:- :-'. -v'V:. "

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inc usion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [271 State Q3 Local £3

Name

Joseph Jan go I*, Jr« .

Title T)i r? . r.to-"j I/iSSOnVi 5t-1^e P'U'k

Board, and Missouri 3t"'.te Liajson 
Officer

Date

STATE CODE

Missouri 6^101 ~~2lT~j
: NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION ]

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Of/icy of Archeology sad Historic Preservation 

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register 

Data-
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(Number all entries}

ABDESOH HOUSE AHD IZXDKgOH BATTIgFIEIJ

Bounded on the mat tor 10th Street, on the northwest by 
msoourl Pactflo Railroad, on the Booth by Utah and Wood 
streets and on the east by the continuation of l£th Street.
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STATE

Missouri

. Lafayette,
FOB NFS USE ONLY

ANDSRSOH HOUSE A3D LB CINOTOLi BATTLB'IciLil

6. Missouri State Historical Survey (state) 

1968

Missouri State Park Board 

P.O. Box 176 

12Oli Jefferson Building 

Jefferson City, Missouri 6J101 Code: 2'u

Historic .biarican Buildings Survey (federal)

191)0

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National Park Service

301 19th Street, H.W.

Washington, B.C. 20006 Cods: 00



FoYm 10-30&Q 

(Dec. 1966)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK St'RViCE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES 

INVENTORY . NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Missouri

FOR NFS USE ON LY

(Number all entries}

ANDSR30N HOUSE Alffl lEXIHGTOfl BATTIEFIEtD

7. House suffered neglect 1923-192?. Repaired 1933-193l| as a 
WPA project. During 19y5 and years following, restoration 
work was carried on by the Anderson House Foundation, Inc. 
Missouri State Park 3oard beca.rae owner in 1959 and has 
continued restoration. House was recorded in an Historic 
American Buildings Survey project by Kansas City Architect, 
Kenneth E. Coombs in 1965.

Trenches used by the Union forces during the Battle of 
Lexington- are in evidence on a hilltop adjoining the house 
site. Battlefield site and slightly rounded trenches are 
landscaped and maintained as a park by the 1-assouri State 
Park Board. Battlefield has not been restored.
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COUNTY

Lafayette

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER OATC

ilEJpMEJ

AND/OR HISTORIC:

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE COUNTY:

{JBiR:REyERBvlCE : :

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

tu
LJ

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON: Anderson House and Lexinpton Battlefield
AND/OR HISTORIC: Colonel Oliver Anderson House

LOCATION '

CITY OR TOW

PHOTO REFERENCE

Sections 2? and 28, Township gin. Range

Lexlngton

Missouri 61iOo7 2ij

CODE COUNTY:

Missouri

COUNTV

Lafayette
FOR NPS USE ONLY

Lafayette 107

HOTO CREDIT, Hadley Irvrin - Missouri State parlc Board
DATE OF PHOTO:

EGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6
120u Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, I-iissouri 6^101

^ [4-: IDENTIFICATION

Looking northeast, view of the southwest facade and south 
gable wall. V.'ell is to right of the house. Back porch is 
barely visible on the rear of building (east).
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